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On the pages that follow is reprinted an October 2020 Memo to Members newsletter 
article that summarized a wetlands stakeholder meeting held at the Eagle Bend West 
Community Association (EBWCA) Pavilion on August 26, 2020. 
 
The EBWCA Covenants, Conditions, Easements and Restrictions (CC&Rs) and Design 
Guidelines have provisions related to wetlands, and a number of our lots have specific 
wetlands-related conditions in their deeds. But the meeting was requested by the 
Flathead Conservation District (FCD) because there are more considerations that our 
property owners and residents need to understand. At the session, the FCD and other 
experts discussed the benefits of wetlands in our area and good management practices 
for them. They also explained the protections, regulatory requirements and agencies 
associated with them. 
 
The article and documents following it on the next pages provide a wealth of 
information with which Eagle Bend West property owners and residents may want to 
be familiar. They help us all understand ways in which wetlands contribute to the 
beauty and value of our neighborhood, as well as cautions that should be taken into 
account when using or considering property improvements near wetlands.  
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property boundaries that may be covered by water are enforced by the Flathead County 
Planning Department on the basis of complaints and inspections. 

Erosion control on the outer, or western, boundary of the Montana's Outdoor Legacy 
Foundation's wetlands property was discussed at the stakeholder meeting. MOLF Executive 
Director Mitch King explained the importance of not removing vegetation - live or dead - from 
the wetlands without Foundation approval. He pointed out that such removal can lead to 
increased erosion and can undermine the integrity of the buffer the Foundation's wetlands 
provide against Flathead River erosion of adjoining private lots. He also reminded attendees 
that motorized access to the wetlands is prohibited in order to prevent channeling or scouring 
away of vegetation, and resulting habitat degradation. 

Apparent mosquito increases in some areas near parts of the Flathead River wetlands were 
mentioned by several residents. It was pointed out that the Flathead County Mosquito Control 
Department had been requested to study the mosquito situation over the summer. 

The Department's tests are reported to have found no unusual mosquito levels at either north 
or south ends of the wetlands. Flathead County Mosquito Control personnel plan to do more 
testing next year and point out that keeping the wetlands healthy can provide good natural 
mosquito control if mosquito and larvae predators have places to live and hide. 

For more information, including fact sheets and contact information from agencies participating 
in the Stakeholder meeting, please go to the www.eaglebendwestmt.us website Meeting 

Documents page. 
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